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United States navigable waterway. The United States Government has identified you as a potential responsible party. This 
pollution incident involves a potential or actual discharge of oil, a release of hazardous substance, and/or hazardous 
material, which triggers certain responsibilities under the applicable Federal Statutes, marked below: 

  
              
         

  
  
As a potential responsible party, you may be financially liable for this incident and are required to carry out immediate and 
effective removal and/or remediation actions.  
  
If your removal or remediation actions are inadequate as determined by the Federal On-Scene Coordinator (FOSC) or their 
representative, the United States Government may issue an administrative order, assume the response, or take other 
actions necessary to minimize or mitigate damage to the public health or welfare. As such, you may be liable for removal 
costs incurred by the United States Government beyond any damages resulting from this incident.  
  
If you are directed by the FOSC through an administrative order, and fail to comply, you may be subject to civil penalties. 
Under the CWA, failure to properly carry out removal or comply with an administrative order may result in a penalty of up to      
                                 per day or up to three times the costs incurred by the Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund. Under CERCLA, 
failure to take removal or remedial action may result in a fine up to                                  per day and punitive damages not 
to exceed three times the cost incurred by the Hazardous Substance Superfund. 
  
While your cooperation will be considered, fulfillment of your response obligations does not preclude the United States 
Government from taking enforcement actions including referral to the Department of Justice. Your signature below 
acknowledges this service of notice to the owner, operator, or person in charge. If you have any questions regarding this 
notice, please contact: 

Respectfully, 

 This letter is to make you aware of your ongoing obligations under the law.  
This is not a penalty or admission of responsibility.

Date:

On or about                                                        , a pollution incident occurred or threatens to occur at:
a

at

U.S. Coast Guard Representative (Print) Time HH:MMSignature

Owner/Operator Representative (Print) Signature

Witness (Print) Signature

.

Date mm/dd/yyyy

Time HH:MMDate mm/dd/yyyy

Time HH:MMDate mm/dd/yyyy

The Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act of 1980 
(CERCLA), as amended, 42 U.S.C. § 9604-9607.

The Federal Water Pollution Control Act (Clean Water Act (CWA)), 33 U.S.C. § 1321.
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U.S. COAST GUARD NOTICE OF FEDERAL INTEREST (NOFI) GUIDE  
  
Purpose: The NOFI informs any potential responsible party of a possible violation of the FWPCA, as amended, and 
CERCLA, as amended. The NOFI also details the possible liabilities involved with each Statute.  Notices shall be given in any 
actual or potential pollution case.  When the NOFI is served, a copy of the NOFI shall be kept and attached as 
correspondence within MISLE.  If the potential responsible party refuses to sign, the NOFI shall still be served.  Furthermore, 
the FOSC, representative, or pollution responder will note the circumstances on the copy, sign and date it, and have a 
witness sign and date it.   
  
Preparation: Regardless if the polluter has been identified, the FOSC or representative shall present a NOFI to anyone who 
has the potential to be the responsible party. The following are guidelines for filing out the U.S. Coast Guard Notice of Federal 
Interest form: 
  

1. On or about  (Time: HH:MM (24 hour)    (Date: mm/dd/yyyy)    (Indicate if estimated) 
  

2. At: (Source, Vessel/Facility/Pipeline or other source)   (Location, body of water or navigable waterway) 
a United States navigable waterway. The United States Government has identified you as a potential 
responsible party.  

  
3. Depending on the type pollution case: (Check the applicable Statute) 

  
ü The Federal Water Pollution Control Act (Clean Water Act (CWA)), 33 U.S.C. § 1321.  

 1.   Oil (33 CFR 153) 
 2.   CWA hazardous substance (40 CFR 117) 

  
AND/OR 

  
ü The Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act of 1980 (CERCLA), 

42 U.S.C. § 9604-9607.  

 1.   CERCLA hazardous substance (40 CFR 302) 
 2.   Hazardous material (49 CFR 171 & 172) 

  
*Note: All CWA hazardous substances are CERCLA hazardous substances, but only some CERCLA hazardous substances 
are CWA hazardous substances. 
  

4. Penalty of up to (amount listed on the most current version of 33 CFR 27.3 on www.ecfr.gov) 
  
5. Fine of up to (amount listed on the most current version of 33 CFR 27.3 on www.ecfr.gov) 
  
6. Please contact (FOSC, Representative, or Pollution Responder) at (readily accessible contact number).   

  
7. (Print Name Legibly and in English)    (Signature, Date and Time)   (FOSC, Representative, Pollution 

Responder)  
  
 (Print Name Legibly and in English)    (Signature, Date and Time)   (Owner/Operator Representative)  
  
 (Print Name Legibly and in English)    (Signature, Date and Time)   (Witness) 

  
8. Keep a copy for you (USCG) and upload NOFI to applicable case in MISLE. 

  
Distribution: The NOFI and its associated policy and guidelines shall be maintained by the Office of Marine Environmental 
Response Policy.

An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.  
The Coast Guard estimates that the average burden for this report is 15 minutes.  You may submit any comments concerning the accuracy of this burden 
estimate or any suggestions for reducing the burden to:  Commandant (CG-MER), U.S. Coast Guard Stop 7516, 2703 Martin Luther King Jr Ave SE, 
Washington, DC 20593-7501.

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=1bf3a9270803ff1034d36bfc6b494229&mc=true&node=se33.1.27_13&rgn=div8
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=1bf3a9270803ff1034d36bfc6b494229&mc=true&node=se33.1.27_13&rgn=div8
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United States navigable waterway. The United States Government has identified you as a potential responsible party. This pollution incident involves a potential or actual discharge of oil, a release of hazardous substance, and/or hazardous material, which triggers certain responsibilities under the applicable Federal Statutes, marked below:
 
             
        
 
 
As a potential responsible party, you may be financially liable for this incident and are required to carry out immediate and effective removal and/or remediation actions. 
 
If your removal or remediation actions are inadequate as determined by the Federal On-Scene Coordinator (FOSC) or their representative, the United States Government may issue an administrative order, assume the response, or take other actions necessary to minimize or mitigate damage to the public health or welfare. As such, you may be liable for removal costs incurred by the United States Government beyond any damages resulting from this incident. 
 
If you are directed by the FOSC through an administrative order, and fail to comply, you may be subject to civil penalties. Under the CWA, failure to properly carry out removal or comply with an administrative order may result in a penalty of up to                              
                                 per day or up to three times the costs incurred by the Oil Spill Liability Trust Fund. Under CERCLA, failure to take removal or remedial action may result in a fine up to                                  per day and punitive damages not to exceed three times the cost incurred by the Hazardous Substance Superfund.
 
While your cooperation will be considered, fulfillment of your response obligations does not preclude the United States Government from taking enforcement actions including referral to the Department of Justice. Your signature below acknowledges this service of notice to the owner, operator, or person in charge. If you have any questions regarding this notice, please contact: 
Respectfully, 
 This letter is to make you aware of your ongoing obligations under the law. 
This is not a penalty or admission of responsibility.
On or about                                                        , a pollution incident occurred or threatens to occur at:
a
at
.
U.S. COAST GUARD NOTICE OF FEDERAL INTEREST (NOFI) GUIDE 
 
Purpose: The NOFI informs any potential responsible party of a possible violation of the FWPCA, as amended, and CERCLA, as amended. The NOFI also details the possible liabilities involved with each Statute.  Notices shall be given in any actual or potential pollution case.  When the NOFI is served, a copy of the NOFI shall be kept and attached as correspondence within MISLE.  If the potential responsible party refuses to sign, the NOFI shall still be served.  Furthermore, the FOSC, representative, or pollution responder will note the circumstances on the copy, sign and date it, and have a witness sign and date it.  
 
Preparation: Regardless if the polluter has been identified, the FOSC or representative shall present a NOFI to anyone who has the potential to be the responsible party. The following are guidelines for filing out the U.S. Coast Guard Notice of Federal Interest form:
 
1.         On or about  (Time: HH:MM (24 hour)    (Date: mm/dd/yyyy)    (Indicate if estimated)
 
2.         At: (Source, Vessel/Facility/Pipeline or other source)   (Location, body of water or navigable waterway) a United States navigable waterway. The United States Government has identified you as a potential responsible party. 
 
3.         Depending on the type pollution case: (Check the applicable Statute)
 
ü         The Federal Water Pollution Control Act (Clean Water Act (CWA)), 33 U.S.C. § 1321. 
         1.   Oil (33 CFR 153)
         2.   CWA hazardous substance (40 CFR 117)
 
AND/OR
 
ü         The Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act of 1980 (CERCLA),42 U.S.C. § 9604-9607. 
         1.   CERCLA hazardous substance (40 CFR 302)
         2.   Hazardous material (49 CFR 171 & 172)
 
*Note: All CWA hazardous substances are CERCLA hazardous substances, but only some CERCLA hazardous substances are CWA hazardous substances.
 
4.         Penalty of up to (amount listed on the most current version of 33 CFR 27.3 on www.ecfr.gov)
 
5.         Fine of up to (amount listed on the most current version of 33 CFR 27.3 on www.ecfr.gov)
 
6.         Please contact (FOSC, Representative, or Pollution Responder) at (readily accessible contact number).  
 
7.         (Print Name Legibly and in English)    (Signature, Date and Time)   (FOSC, Representative, Pollution Responder) 
 
         (Print Name Legibly and in English)    (Signature, Date and Time)   (Owner/Operator Representative) 
 
         (Print Name Legibly and in English)    (Signature, Date and Time)   (Witness)
 
8.         Keep a copy for you (USCG) and upload NOFI to applicable case in MISLE.
 
Distribution: The NOFI and its associated policy and guidelines shall be maintained by the Office of Marine Environmental Response Policy.
An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.  The Coast Guard estimates that the average burden for this report is 15 minutes.  You may submit any comments concerning the accuracy of this burden estimate or any suggestions for reducing the burden to:  Commandant (CG-MER), U.S. Coast Guard Stop 7516, 2703 Martin Luther King Jr Ave SE, Washington, DC 20593-7501.
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The Federal Water Pollution Control Act (Clean Water Act (CWA)), 33 U.S.C. § 1321.
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